
MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

Massachusetts law requires compulsory attendance for all students.  Chapter 76, section 1 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws requires all children between the ages of six and sixteen to attend 
school.  The school must uphold state laws relative to student attendance.   
 
We strongly discourage family vacations when school is in session.  In addition to compromising 
the attendance law, family vacations interrupt the educational process of each course in ways that 
make-up work cannot reverse.  Teachers are not required to provide work in advance.  It is the 
students’ responsibility to ask each teacher for make-up assignments. 
 
Student Absence Notification Program 
At the commencement of each school year, parents/guardians will be sent a notice instructing 
them to call a designated telephone number at a designated time to inform the school of the 
student’s absence and the reason for such absence.  The notice will also require such parent or 
guardian to furnish the school with a home, work or other emergency telephone number where 
they can be contacted during the school day.  If the school does not receive a message from the 
parent/guardian by the designated time, then the school shall call the telephone number or 
numbers furnished to inquire about the student’s absence.  Parents will be contacted within three 




